
TISS-NUSSD Certificate/Diploma/ Add-on Course 

 
Guru Nanak College of Arts, Science and Commerce in association with Tata Institute of 

Social Sciences offers various ad-on courses for Second Year and Third Year students. This 

initiative aims to increase employability of graduating youths by imparting knowledge, 

skills and competencies in relevant field. The programme also intends to develop the inner 

potential, critical thinking a sense of civic responsibility among students. 

 

The Tata Institute of Social Sciences has been working to reach the youth through an 

innovative programme called ‘National University Students' Skill Development (NUSSD)’ 

for the same purpose. The aim is to enable the youth enrolled in the various degree 

programs in College to acquire skills that would give them a Certificate/Diploma in a 

specific high demand domain area in addition to their degree. 

 

 

OBJECTIVES OF THE PROGRAMME  

 

 

Overall, the NUSSD programme aims at: 

1. Enhancing employability skills of students to have a suitable career option after 

graduation. 

2. Develop skills, competencies and knowledge to intervene in an equal and 

sustainable manner in the social and economic development of people. 

3. Foster socially conscientious students grounded in respect for people and concerned 

about the welfare of others. 

 

 

NUSSD COURSE STRUCTURE  

 

NUSSD courses are developed by premier institutions/domain experts and subjected to 

scrutiny by accreditation bodies. Each course is reviewed by an expert committee on 

regular basis to incorporate and update the recent developments and changing 

requirements of the industry.  

 

The NUSSD courses are built on the existing academic structure and add elements to 

enhance employability and build capacity to address key regional challenges and 

opportunities.  

 

(i) Course Curriculum Details  



 

 Credits earned  

 Certificate Course (Foundation course/ 20 credits*) 

 Domain Diploma (Domain Certificate course + 20 credits*)  

 

{1 Credit* = 15 Hours of Classroom Training OR 30 Hours of Internship} 

 

 Curriculum Development, Expert Group and Accreditation 

 Group of Skill Area Specialization Experts drawn from academia, government 

and industry in each of skill areas as well as competencies, develop curriculum 

in specific specializations.  

 The expert group evolves criteria for course delivery, assessment and 

accreditation.  

 The Course is accredited by the Academic Council of the Tata Institute of Social 

Sciences (TISS).  

 

 

(ii) Course Design 

 

 NUSSD Courses are designed in a modular, interlinked and interactive manner; 

cumulatively building knowledge, skills, and competencies administered through 

classes and field work.  

 The course credits are spread over the years (Second and Third) of graduation and 

the students are taught courses (lectures and tutorials) followed by Field work / 

Internship in appropriate work location.  

 Field work / internship in urban / rural contexts in community and industrial set up 

are organized during holiday /vacation to gain hands-on practical experience.  

 During the training, students will be introduced to the purpose of NUSSD 

programme and need for skill development through a series of interactive sessions 

at the university and its affiliated colleges.  

 

 

(iii) Foundation skills for professional competencies  

 

        For Second Year Students 

 

All students enrolled for NUSSD will gain competency in following areas - (Foundation 

Courses for professional competencies):  

 

Certificate in Management and Soft Skills 



 

1. English Communication 

2. Youth Leadership & People Skills 

3. Legal Literacy 

4. Financial Literacy 

5. Digital Literacy 

6. Working with Communities (leading to a field practicum) 

 

Competency in digital application would be integral part of gaining competency in other 

modules; and subsequent skill development process. 

 

(iv) Domain Specific Training 

         For Third Year Students 

 

Domain Courses (Phase 2)- Diploma in Specific Domain 

 

Student can choose any one inter-related skill areas in their third year of graduation.  

 

1. Diploma in Banking and Financial Services 

2. Diploma in Hospital Services Management   

3. Diploma in Ecommerce and Digital Marketing 

4. Diploma in Physician Assistant 

5. Diploma in Sustainable Agriculture 

6. Diploma in Accounts and Taxation 

7. Diploma in Export and Import Management 

8. Diploma in Logistics and Supply Chain Management 

9. Diploma in Sales and Marketing 

10. Diploma in Fashion Designing 

11. Diploma in Retail Management 

12. Diploma in Entrepreneurship 

 

A number of other domain areas will be added as per the regional requirements and 

employment opportunities at different locations. 

 

Expert Teachers, Trainers, Internship and Field Work Facilitators  

 

 From the catchment area of the College, a pool of experts from academia, industry, 

government, autonomous bodies and civil society are identified, assessed on 

competencies and enrolled to deliver course modules including lectures, tutorials 

and field work. Enrollment of teachers and trainers is done for each of the domain 



areas, and specific modules. The payment of teachers and trainers for each of the 

domain areas will be made on hourly basis after the successful delivery of particular 

course as per the NUSSD provisions.  

 From the pool of part-time teachers and trainers, key resource persons are being 

identified to teach and mentors students for each of the domain areas and specific 

skills.  

 Thus, a cohesive group of experts for each of the vocational education specialization 

is formed to deliver the course.  

 NGOs and support agencies, industries and businesses are identified and enrolled to 

facilitate field work and internship. NGOs and support agencies may not be given 

financial compensation for the staff time provided.  

 

 

CERTIFICATION  

 

On successful completion of the programme, students will receive certification (Certificate 

and/or Diploma) from the National University Students’ Skill Development Programme of 

TISS. 

 

Certification (Certificate and/or Diploma) by the TISS-NUSSD may also carry the name of 

industry/academic partner to ensure that there is industry recognition to enhance 

employability of the graduates both locally and nationally.  

 

COURSE DURATION  

The duration of the Course is 300 hours  

 

Course Fee: The total course fee is Rs. 250/- only. 

 

 

OUTCOMES EXPECTED 

 

It is expected that the successful implementation of NUSSD programme will enhance 

employability of the participants to a considerable level, enable them to gain certification 

which is recognized by Industry for skills and competencies, and also help in enhancing 

employability of the graduates both locally and nationally. 

A good number of skilled graduates would emerge as transformation leaders after the 

successful completion of the course. Eventually, the availability of skilled human resources 

will be in several million college graduates.  

       ***** 


